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Drafting Solution: Litera Create

Benefits of the Litera 
Create Architecture
OVERVIEW

Litera Create is a services-based version of the legacy desktop 
template and content application. As the successor to Forte, 
Innova, and Clause Companion - Litera Create’s service 
architecture moves the burden of document creation out of 
Word and off the desktop. This new web architecture takes 
advantage of containerization. 

To minimize the overhead associated with container operation, 
we have chosen to utilize Linux-based containers instead 
of Windows containers, as the former executes approximately 2.5 times faster and requires a 
significantly smaller footprint on the host machine. To minimize cost requirements, our deployment 
scripts assume a target machine that executes the open-source UBUNTU version of the Linux OS. 

For firms that prefer a purchased version of Linux, we also support Red Hat Linux v8.5. Finally, for 
firms that do not want to manage the service environment, we offer a single-tenant Azure-based 
hosted solution. Below are several additional advantages of this architecture change.

LITERA CREATE

Performance
Document creation performance is orders of magnitude better than the creation of documents 
in desktop Word. A services-based architecture allows for easy vertical and horizontal scaling to 
improve performance in both small and large firm environments.

Product Deployment and Upgrade
Deployment of the desktop Word add-in is significantly simpler than the deployment of a 
traditional desktop-based add-in. There is no need for storing content and templates locally, 
which obviates any need to install a local database engine. Configuration settings can be set 
and modified for any subset of users through a web-based administrative interface without the 
need to distribute or redistribute files.

Deployment of Create services is container-based, which greatly simplifies product 
deployment. As virtual machines that leverage the host machine’s kernel, containers provide 
a lightweight, all-inclusive and self-contained execution environment for our services. As such, 
containers eliminate dependency errors, file version mismatches, and configuration omissions. 
Initial deployment, upgrades, and even horizontal scaling of the service side is simply a matter 
of downloading the service image, specifying firm-specific values for the parameters of the 
deployment script, and executing the script on one or more target machines or VMs.
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For a closer look, visit www.litera.com or request a demo.

Content and Customization Deployment and Upgrade
Since content and customization is maintained by the set of Create services, there is no need 
to distribute updated templates and associated preferences. 

The creation or update of new templates, signatures, letterhead, litigation documents, or 
any other content exposed by the product is handled without any need to deploy files to 
each desktop. Similarly, access permissions and restrictions do not involve any file or data 
distribution. The same holds true for integration with external data and content providers – all 
configuration or change of configuration is handled through an administrative interface that 
does not alter the user desktop.

UI extensibility
Given that the functional engine of the product is exposed as a set of Create services 
leveraged by a REST API, new user interfaces for any device – desktop or otherwise - can 
be developed by Litera, our clients, or third parties at will. A firm can choose to integrate 
document creation functionality with any extensible application. 

Firms can offer web-based portal pages that provide self-service form and document creation 
capabilities, all without the need to distribute templates or other files to the desktop.

Security
Because content, templates, and client-matter data are not stored on the desktop, security 
vulnerabilities are minimized. Access to product content and data is exposed through a secure 
application gateway at the firm. Cloud implementations expose information through a DDOS-
protected gateway.


